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April 15,2015

RE: Testimony in support of IIJ 30

To the Esteemed Members of the House Human Services Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in favor of HJ 30,

requesting an interim study of the needs of and services available to individuals

with dementia in Montana.

An estimated 5.3 million Americans of all ages are living with Alzheimer's

disease. This includes an estimated 5 million people age 65 and older, and

approximately 200,000 individuals under age 65 who have younger-onset

Alzheimer's. Alzheimer's is no longer just an aging issue - prevalence of

younger-onset Alzheimer's, with folks being diagnosed in their 40s, is growing

rapidly.

It is the sixth leading cause of death in the United States and is the only cause

of death among the top 10 that cannot be prevented, cured, or even slowed.

With Alzheimer's disease, it is not just those with the disease who suffer. It is

also their caregivers - a job that usually falls on family and friends. In Montana

nearly 48,000 family caregivers provide 55 million hours of unpaid care,

valued at $668 million dollars, to the 19,000 individuals living with the disease,

costing $29 million in higher health costs of caregivers. This disease has a

profound effect on the family caregivers who often suffer their own health

crises as a direct result of the stre$s related to providing Alzheimer's care'

The New England Journal of Medicine released a study in 2013 that

determined that Alzheimer's disease is the most expensive disease in

America. The average per person Medicaid spending for seniors with

Alzheimer's and other dementias is, on average, 19 times higher than the

average across all other seniors'

Alzheimer's disease is a growing public health crisis. Age is the greatest

known risk factor for Alzheimer's and one in nine Americans over the age of
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Alliance Yellowstone Cnty

Areas on Aging l-Xl

AARP

Aging Services Bureau

AHEC

A[ternative eare 5eruice

Alzheimen's Association

Benefis Health System

Big Sky Sen[on Senvices

Billings Clinic

Bozeman Senior Center

Canegivers

Carroll College

Clark Fork Valley Hospital

DPI-{Hs/Senior l-ong Terrn Cane

Eagleview West

Edgewood Vista

Health Resoulrces Division

!-'[unter's Glen

lrnmanuel Lutheran Comnnunities

Legislators & l-obbyists

Highgate Senior l-iving

McLaughlin Research lnstitute

Mental Health America

MT l-lospital Association

MT Fublic Safety Officen Training

and Council

M PH FIS

Mountain Pacific Quality tife

lVlT Geriatric Education Center

MSU Extension

VIT State University Nursing

Office of the Governor

0mbudsman

Patient Advocates

Physicia ns (Ge rontology,

Neu nology, Psychiatry)

Pride Foundation

SEUI

Rocky Mtn Laboratories

Rtrby Valley Medical

Spring Creek Inn

St. John's Lutheran Home

5t" Peter's Behavior Health Unit

Veteran's Ad ministration

St. Vincent's Healthcare

Synergy

l.Jniversity of Montana





e*serffices
alzheinrer's d.isease is anational health epidemic that cannotbeignored.* parricnlarly irr rhc workptacc,
u,here an incrersing number of ernployees are balancing ca.reer respcnsibilities with dre challerrges of carir:g for a person. rvith ti:e

disease. Reseax;h shows that ca::ing fbr sorneone with..Alzhcilnert negativrJy aflLcts an irrdividual! hcalth. en:plolrr:ent and finan.ci.al

sccuriry. Cornpanies can help ease the burden of caregiving try prcrvidir-rg easy acceis to expertsr information and prodrrcts and.

scrvices for the struggling working caregiver-

T'he Alzheirnert Asociatiorr pruvider support and resources for enrployees going through one of the rrro$t difficult periotls of rheir

lives.Visit us at alz.orglrnontana or call o$r 24/7 Helpline ae 800,27239A0 to rcquesf cducation matcrjals, wor.kh,ops or to find

local support grcups.

ffionneeted"
you are not alon€,
get connectedto share concetns and advice.
alzconnected,org

Al,ZConnecteds, poweted by the Alzheimer's Association, is an online soci"al. nefworking comrnunlty designed specilically for

people with Alzheimer',s disease and their caregivers. Memben can couoect and comfiiunicete with pcople who understand

their pnique challenges. They cen pose questions and offet solutions to dementia*related issues, cteate public and prirate gtoups

orgrnized around a dedicated topic and conrribute to messrge boards.

ALzriEiiliEHtsfi:ffitrtbr"

alzheimer's Q$ association"

o Phrrning f<rr the future

o Workirrg rrith docton/

hcal thcare professionals

Alzheimert Navigarof- is an innovlrive online tnol designad specifically for individuals with Alzheirner's, thcir fhnrilies and

careg;ivers to navigate thnough the disease. A cliagnosis ofAlzheirner's disease raises many qtrestion$. A.lzheirnett Navigator h.elps

gr"ride you to ar:swers by creating a custornized action plan and lirrlcing to infornratioll, suPport and locnl tesources. I)epending

on rhe needs of the user, specific actiol steps are created f.<rr the follcrwing arcat:

alzh eimev's d.iseare cYeatet questions.
we can guide you to aflgweYs,

alz.org/a lzh eimersnavigator

o Carrgiversnppott

o Acrivities of daily living

o FIom* srfery

e Driving

6 Knowlcdge of clemcutil

alzhefnrer's (f) association don't just hope for a cure. help us find one.

alz.orgltrialmatch
trialma*eh'

Morc thrn 130 research studies peraining to Alzheimert disease and otfter deffenrias,fie under uey md rucrulflng y6lu1fcgf$,

Alzheirner''s Association TiialMatchs will help 1'ou find the right one; tlrere is no cost and it is easy to use.volunteering for a
clir:icd trial is one of th'e rnost inmedilte wtyt to trtake a cliffircnce that will inrpact generabiorrs ro come.6et surter1 io&y. call
800.27239(n or visit alz.orgltriahnatch..
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